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Week of December 12th  
 

THE GATOR CHOMP 
Your Byte of Gator Life! 

Winter	Wonderland	Dance	

The Winter Wonderland Dance will be Friday, January 20th from   

5-7 P.M. Permission forms are required to come. Admission is $5. 

PTO Spirit Shop 
The PTO Spirit Shop will be open in the cafeteria during lunch on 
Friday, January 20th.                

Library Makeover 
Mrs. Hale is developing a Makerspace for our teachers and students to 
use. Makerspaces are creative, DIY spaces where people can gather 
to create, invent, and learn. In November, we surveyed our students 

and this is what they requested access to: 
• 500-1,000 piece puzzles                  
• Adult coloring books             
• Board & card games 
• Containers for organizing items 
• Cozy seating options to read more comfortably  
• Drawing supplies & craft items 
• Glue gun 
• Knitting supplies  
• Toys to build with: Legos, Lincoln Logs, Magformers, K’Nex 
• Xbox 360 + games  

Any donation would be greatly appreciated, all donations are 
tax deductible! 

 

Distinguished 
School 

Upcoming Events 

January 17 

Boys Basketball Home vs BGJHS 
5:30 pm 

Girls Basketball Away @ BGJHS 

January 19 

Boys Basketball Home vs 
Edmonson County 5:30 pm 

School Board Meeting 7:00 pm 

January 20 

Winter Wonderland Dance 5:00 
pm 

 

How to Receive School 
Information 

Twitter: @DrakesCreekMS 

Download the SchoolWay app and 
you can subscribe to DCMS news!  
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All-District Orchestra 

On Saturday, December 10th, the following Drakes Creek Middle School students auditioned for 
the Kentucky Music Educators Third-District All-District Orchestra and were accepted. Please help 
us in congratulating them on this 
outstanding accomplishment.  

Kailly Oum - Violin 1 - 1st Chair 

Kamryn Lin - Violin 2 - 2nd Alternate 

Taryn Guyer - Viola - 6th Chair 

Arivumani Srivastava - Cello - 3rd Chair 

Alli Hunt - Cello - 7th Chair 

Abigail Bolin - Bass - 1st Chair 

Sophia Del Rey - Bass - 2nd Chair 

Golden Apple 

Congratulations to 7 Green reading 
teacher Melanie Gentry on winning 
the Golden Apple Award! She will be 
recognized at the Warren County 
Board of Education meeting on 
Thursday, January 19 at 7:00 PM at 
South Warren High School.   
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Legislature Forum 

Senator Mike Wilson will host a Legislative Forum at Greenwood High School on Monday, January 
30, @ 6:30 pm.  He plans to speak about Senate Bill 1 and Charter School legislation.  Look for more 
information to come next week. 

 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day Celebration 

Drakes Creek once again had the winning middle school essay for the district Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day celebration.  Each year we publish the winning essay in our newsletter. 

This year we want to congratulate a 7th grader, Arivumani Srivastava, for his winning essay "The 
Human Palette."  

The Human Palette 
 

    A quote once said “We are all human until race disconnected us, religion separated us, 
politics divided us and wealth classified us.”  However Maya Angelou’s poem “Human Family” is a 
testament and reminder to how people are more alike than different. Angelou emphasizes that as 
humans we all have differences, and she has met many people, but “not yet one common man”. 
Angelou states how people in Finland, Guinea, England, and China all experience similar emotions 
and concludes her poem with “We are more alike, my friends, than we are unalike.” In today’s day 
and age where issues such as racism and discrimination seem to be more common than less, these 
ten simple words in Maya Angelou’s poem “Human Family” provide us with insight that the human 
race often forgets. I fully agree with Dr. Angelou’s premise that we are more alike than we are 
unalike, and frankly, our world would be a better place if the entire human race heeded the wisdom 
of her words. 
 
   We are all humans or homo sapiens in scientific terms, and while I’m not an expert on human 
anatomy, I know that we all have one heart. I know we all have two ears and one mouth. We all are 
pretty much the same on the inside, yet we continue to judge each other by what’s on the 
outside.  We continue to judge our neighbors by religion, by politics, by race, by wealth and by any 
other lens through which we view the world.  Those lenses allow us to feel safe by surrounding 
ourselves with those who are similar to us and often distancing us from those we view as different. 
Angelou reminds us in her poem that “I note the obvious differences between each sort and type, 
but we are more alike, my friends, than we are unalike.”  Fearing the unknown is not bad, in fact it is 
often what helped us survive as a species when we could not identify things in our environment.  Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. once said, “People fail to get along because they fear each other; they fear 
each other because they don’t know one another; they don’t know one another because they have 
not communicated with one another.”  As humans we can think and we can rationalize and we are 
capable of understanding and empathy.  These qualities should help us realize that human beings, 
no matter where they are in the world, experience the same hopes, dreams, aspirations, and 
emotions.  If we are rational these characteristics should unite us as humans more than race, politics, 
religion or wealth should divide us. 
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The internet has made our world smaller. My dad, who was cut off from his family for many 
years, can now simply video chat with his relatives back in India. Just yesterday, I was playing a video 
game with a person from Qatar. The internet hasn’t connected just high profile figures, but everyday, 
normal people.  It is a world where we share interests, ideas and conversations.  It is a world that has 
allowed me to realize that kids in other countries are just as curious as me, enjoy many of the same 
things as me, laugh at the same jokes as me, and often worry about the same things as me.  This 
realization has helped me to understand that what we share in common often far outweighs how we 
are different or as Angelou states “In minor ways we differ, in major we’re the same.” 
 
  The Syrian Refugee Crisis has become a rising issue in Europe and the U.S.  
People have been reluctant to let people into their country because of their fear of terrorism. 
However, only a small percentage of these refugees are terrorists. Many of them share the same 
desires we all have. They want a good home. They want a place to raise their children. They want a 
place where they don’t have to go to sleep every night fearful of what’s to come the next day. They 
just want the basic things every human on this planet wants, the things we all share, the desire to be 
safe, fed, loved, and accepted.  The desire to label a human being because of their race, religion, 
political views, wealth or other any other extrinsic quality is in essence completely denying or ignoring 
the intrinsic qualities that we all possess.  Angelou stated “I’ve sailed upon the seven seas and 
stopped in every land, I’ve seen the wonders of the world not yet one common man.” We should 
learn that as human beings we should always take the time to learn about the qualities we all have 
inside us before we judge a person by their outside appearance which might often be vastly 
different from ourselves. 
 
  Our world has been split apart by issues such as the Syrian Refugee Crisis and racism, but we are still 
one human family. We may not have the same personality or the same favorite things.   Dr. Angelou 
says “The variety of our skin tones can confuse, bemuse, delight, brown and pink and beige and 
purple, tan and blue and white.”  We stand today faced with a world of unrest driven by our lack of 
understanding of the simple idea that while we are different we are also all the same.  In 1963 Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. said “I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation 
where they will not be judged by the color of their skin, but by the content of their character.”  More 
than fifty years later we are still struggling with this concept.  So many of us still judge by color and 
appearance rather than the content of a person’s character.  These judgements hinder us from ever 
getting to know the character of many of the people we meet.  If we suspended our willingness to 
judge we might learn that we share so many of the same beliefs as other people in the world and 
that is why “we are more alike, my friends, than we are unalike.” 
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“SNOW ALERT” Inclement Weather Plan 

 

To Close or Not to Close ----- That is the Question 

Any Superintendent or Transportation Director will tell you that one of the most difficult decisions to 
make is whether to close, delay, or open school on days of inclement weather.  This is a challenge 
because it is based upon the probability of students and staff traveling safely to our schools.  The 

process begins at 4:00 a.m., with district personnel and weather spotters strategically placed 
throughout the county, and monitoring road conditions.  During this time, district officials are in 

consistent contact with Bowling Green officials, law enforcement agencies, and the news media 
for the latest update on weather forecasts.  The goal is to make a decision no later than 5:30 a.m., 

in order to inform our district parents, students, and employees in a timely manner.   

Because this decision is made early in the morning, there may be a need for a revision later, if 
there are rapidly changing weather conditions.  It is important for parents to continue checking 

television and radio stations after the initial announcement, in the event weather conditions 
dictate a change.  Although we realize these decisions are subject to second-guessing, I ask that 

you remember all decisions are based solely upon the safety of our children, and we will always err 
on the side of caution. 

WHAT FACTORS GO INTO MAKING THE DECISION TO CLOSE/DELAY/ or DISMISS EARLY? 

1 Weather forecasts from radio and television stations (the time snow/ice or freezing rain is 
expected to start and end) 

2 Predicted amount of snow/ice accumulation 

3 Weather conditions expected after the snow/ice 

4 Assessments of road conditions by school officials, Kentucky Department of Transportation, 
and various law enforcement agencies 

5 Assessment of school parking lots and accessibility to each building 
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6 Anticipated impact on traffic 

WHAT HAPPENS IF THE WEATHER BECOMES SEVERE DURING THE SCHOOL DAY? 

Every effort is made to keep students in school through regular dismissal; however, it may become 
necessary to dismiss students earlier than normal to ensure their safe transport.  School officials 
monitor weather conditions throughout the day in consultation with local weather officials, the 

Kentucky Department of Transportation, and various law enforcement officials. 

HOW CAN PARENTS BE READY? 

Parents should always be prepared for an early dismissal by having an identified procedure for 
their child to follow in these situations.  We request parents not drive to school to pick up children 
who normally ride the school bus in the afternoon.  This additional traffic created at school may 
complicate an early dismissal by increasing traffic both at the school and on the local roads. In 

addition, it may hamper communication efforts by school employees who are working quickly to 
ensure each child has a safe transport home. 

EMERGENCY CLOSING/DELAY INFORMATION SOURCES 

WBKO-TV (13) WTVF-TV (5) WKRN-TV (2) 

• WBGN-RADIO 

• WBVR-RADIO WCLU-RADIO WCVK-RADIO 

• WGGC-RADIO WKCT-RADIO WKLX-RADIO 

• WKYU-RADIO WPTQ-RADIO WSM-RADIO 

• WCPS Alert Now Messaging System 

We ask that parents and students do not telephone the schools or the district office for information 
pertaining to the operation of schools on days of inclement weather.  Due to limited staffing in our 
offices, these calls may delay our ability to notify school staff and the public of important decisions 
in a timely manner.  An announcement of school closing and/or a delay will be made on most of 

the local television and radio stations as soon as possible.  You will receive this information via 
Twitter at @WarrenCoschools, @robclayton10, and through our Alert Now email and phone call 

services.   

I trust this communication provides you with relevant information, and allows you to better 
understand our process to ensure your child’s safety during inclement weather.  Please share your 

questions with your child’s principal or feel free to contact the Warren County Schools 
Transportation Department at 842-8311.  Thank you for entrusting us with the safety of your child 

each day.  Take care! 

Newsletter produced by: Arivumani Srivastava 


